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Beaver Tales         
Beaver State Corvette Club; PO Box 801; Albany, Or  97321 

 

“SHINOLA” FROM THE PREZ 

Is it springtime yet? I don't know about you, but when it comes to Corvette driving, I 

am completely ready for a whole lot more springtime sunshine. 

 

For those of you who have not already heard more than too many times, yes, we are 

the proud owners of a new 2008 Atomic Orange convertible. It is an automatic, with 

most of the factory options and is an absolute blast. The evening that it arrived in an 

enclosed auto transport semi from the dealer in New Jersey, Cathy insisted that we 

go for a ride. So, without looking it over or familiarizing ourselves with the car at 

all, we made the drive through Albany to Al and Mary's house to show off. They 

took it for a short drive around the block, but didn't really get the time to help us 

break it in. A few days later, Larry Angland and I went for an all day drive to layout 

the course for the upcoming Mystery Tour. It wasn't officially broken in yet, but the 

first time we come upon a slow driving car impeding our progress, I declared it 

broken in and blew by them. I tried to get Larry to drive part of the way, but he said 

that it was too slow in comparison to his ‘65 Fuelie and he couldn't stand the 

boredom. Don't miss the deadline for registering for the Mystery Tour. It will be a 

great time if you come along. 

 

On Sunday, April 13, we had a great time cruising from Corvallis with the Eugene 

club to the Eola Hills Winery in Rickreall for their brunch. I didn't get a count, but 

there was a respectable turnout by BSCC and the total number of Corvettes was 

substantial. The food was great, most of us ate too much and we had lots of fun as a 

group. I invited all who were interested to follow Cathy and me on a nice back roads 

cruise from the winery back to the Albany area after brunch. I tried to make sure that 

everyone knew that I planned to drive "briskly" in the more curvaceous sections. 

We started off with a good sized group, but by the time we reached Jefferson our 

attrition rate was quite high. I believe that there were six cars left. From there we 

officially called it a day and split into two groups. 

 

Last year, our illustrious president, Pat Melius offered to let me drive his C6. I 

turned him down with the response that I felt that driving a C5 or C6 would forever 

ruin my pleasure of driving our C1’s. Well that has certainly not been the case. I love 

the C6 and everything about it, but we've been driving our ‘62 as well and believe 

me, in their own unique way, C1’s are as much fun as any other generation of 

Corvette. And that, I believe, illustrates a big reason we are all Corvette 

enthusiasts. Anyway, on our Sunday post-brunch cruise I offered Pat the opportunity 

to drive our car and he suggested that we trade for a few miles which we did. 

After switching back we both decided that we each we loved the other's Corvette, 

but preferred our own. I had intended to offer a drive to Bill Gsell but due to the fact 

that he did not participate and cannot be trusted not to wreck Corvettes, 

he disqualified himself.  So, for now Al has had a brief drive, Larry turned down the 

offer, Pat has had a drive and Bill has been disqualified! For those members who 

would like an opportunity to drive a C6, six speed auto with paddle shift, and the 
NPP exhaust option, keep showing up to the club events and you could get an offer 

from me. 

As a perk of my business, I was recently traveling in London, Germany and France. 

While there, I saw two Lamborghinis, several Ferraris, several Aston Martins and 

one Audi R8, but no Corvettes. WHAT A WASTELAND!!!!!!! 

Hope to see each and everyone of you soon at a club event. 
 

SAVE THE WAVE!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

 

VEEP’S MONTHLY BRAINTEASER: 

Question: What year was 

the last Corvette built in 

St. Louis? 
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South Albany High School Event 

This was a fundraiser event for the Senior Class All Night Graduation Party. For those 
who may not know, this is typically a party put together by a parent group.  The idea 
is to offer high school seniors something attractive and adult supervised to do all 
night on the evening of their graduation.  The hope is that they’ll choose to hang at 
the party, rather than go off unsupervised and possibly get themselves into some 

kind of mischief, like most of us did, ‘cuz they didn’t throw a party for us!   

Cost was $10 per car.  GREAT way to support a local group doing good work!!! 

It is an “all-vehicle” event, not specific to Corvettes.  Trophies were offered in 14 
categories, including a “Club Participation” award. 

BSCC was represented by Al and Mary who brought BOTH of their Corvettes, Clyde 

Carr with his gorgeous Z-06, and Bill and Lou Gsell with our BAM C4. 

I met Al and Mary in the parking lot of the Dollar Store at the arranged time.  We 
had to push the ’59 to start it when it was time to head out to the event.  Al said 
battery cables….or sum such.  I’ve pushed a Rustang before (my nephews love THAT 
story!), but never a Corvette.  Enjoyed giving Al some grief for that , which he took 
like a pro, of course. As Al and Mary motored out of the lot, I looked over at the 
BAM ‘Vette and saw a puddle of coolant under the front of the car. Ooohh, noooo! 

Instant payback for giving Al the business!!!!!! Don’t ya LOVE karma??? 

I hoisted the clamshell and discovered it wasn’t as bad as I’d feared (waterpump 
crapping on the Opti).  Just a hose to the pump leaking under the clamp. I figured if I 
can just loosen the clamp, trim 1” off the hose and stick it back on there, I might just 
survive this!! Of course I had no tools with me.  Think!! Wait a minute….I’m in the 
parking lot of the Dollar Store!!!  I KNOW they’ve got the screwdriver in there that I 
need to do this job, and a knife of some sort to cut the hose as well.  SURE ENUF…$2 
and 10 minutes later the BAM ‘Vette is running sweet again! (Plus a $1 gallon of 
water to replace the lost coolant!) 

At the event, Al took home the “Best Sports Car” trophy.  Mary collected the “Best 
Daily Driver” trophy.  BSCC was awarded the coveted “Club Participation” trophy, 
thanks to Al and Mary bringing BOTH of their Corvettes to boost our chances!  
WOOHOO!!!! Thanks to Clyde for braving the rain with Lou and I, and Mary and Al. 

The weather was pretty iffy, if not downright cold!  Here we are! 

                    .  
 Cat Tennis 

mailto:jc541w@aol.com
mailto:gizwilly1@comcast.net
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VEEPS QUESTION 

ANSWERED:   . 

Aug 1, 1981. All 

Corvettes after that 

date were built in 

Bowling Green. 

 

 

 

APRIL CORVETTE  (CRASH) OF THE MONTH: 

This month’s CORVETTE SPOTLIGHT shines once again on our 1992 C4, though I 

sure wish it wasn’t.  Plus, John didn’t send me any Atomic Orange pics! 

If you search your memory banks, you’ll recall that Saturday, April 12 was one 

of the few BEAUTIFUL, WARM days so far this spring. My sweet wife Lou, and I 

had decided to spend that day with a Corvette trip to Lincoln City to celebrate 

her birthday!  (Can’t tell….She’d have to kill me!). 

Travelling South on US 101 through Lincoln City, we came to a stretch that is a 

perennial bottleneck.  It’s near the Motel 6, where Hwy. 101 narrows from two 

lanes down to one. 

Traffic was congested and came to a total stop……except for the dude behind 

us!!!  He didn’t “get ‘er done” and smacked us in da butt!!!!!!! 

We got out and did all the “Yadda-Yadda”.  I was shocked to see that the rear of 

our Corvette was not crushed!!!!  Even so, I figured that as hard as he hit us, 

(Lou and I both felt like we’d just been to the Chiropractor!), there had to be 

more damage than was visible at the time. 

The BAM ‘Vette was driveable, and we brought it home, and then directly to 

BSCC member Larry Ferner at Main Autobody in Albany. 

Larry did a great deal of the work on the car while it was in the shop, and made 

sure it was properly cared for all the time.  I can’t tell you how much it meant 

to us to know that our Corvette was in competent hands. 

It came out of the shop a week ago, and looks GREAT!  

To Larry:  Our heartfelt THANKS! I know you’ll understand when I say that we 

appreciate your hard work, HOSS!  Kudos to the rest of the Main crew also! 

Here’s a pic of our new butt! (Note new plates: BAM 92… for Bright Aqua 

Metallic, 1992. Lou and I felt that these were the proper plates for this car, and 

requested them from DMV a while back.  I thought they’d cost a couple 

hundred bucks to change out from our original GZELLE custom plates.  NOPE!!!  

$15 to change the personalized plates!).  They came in while it was in the shop. 

                           

     Rory’s  2 X 4 Bike??? 

   WHICH BSCC MEMBER IS THIS? 

 

When you’re surrounded by 
trouble, keep your mouth shut, 

and look straight ahead. 
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BSCC APRIL MEETING MINUTES: 

April 8, 2008 

CIDDICI’S PIZZA PARLOR 

PRESIDENT’S WELCOME/CALL TO ORDER: President John Wendell called the meeting to order and introduced his 

new atomic orange C-6 convertible. This will be the lead car for the president’s mystery tour in June. 

OLD BUSINESS: 

 Sponsor and Banner update-Larry said Lassen Chevrolet will definitely sponsor a banner for the club. The 

club will vote on a design at the May meeting. Lassen will pay for the banner. 

 April social event- Bill has scheduled mini golf for Par 3 on Thursday, April 24th at 6:15 pm. Activities include 

rounds of mini golf, socializing and beverages. 

 Website update-Ron had no new updates, but is working on including events and fliers  in the future. 

 Letter to past members-Carolyn said 8 members renewed their membership due to the letters inviting 

them to renew. The letter campaign proved to be a success! 

 Summer meeting plans/social activities: The July meeting will be at the Schmidt’s and the August meeting 

at the Loy’s.  Members will bring something to BBQ, a side dish to share and their own beverages. More 

information and directions will be provided in June’s newsletter. 

 There will be a club social event on July 4th hosted by the Wendell’s. This event will include watching fire 

works and will not be a corvette driving event due to the location being on a gravel road. More information to 

come in next month’s newsletter. 

TREASURER’S REPORT: Carolynn Kidd 

Beginning Balance: $2047.54 

Inflow: $317.509 (badges, 50/50, dues) 

Outflow: $528.69 (corporate fee, liability insurance, events, badges) 

Ending Balance: $1,892.50 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 1. Loyalty Days Plan: Roughly 11 members have signed up to attend. Some members are going over on 

Friday night and spending the night. Those going over on Saturday morning can meet in Philomath, at the Safeway 

parking lot, on the Burger King end at 7:30 AM to caravan over to Newport. 

 2. President’s Spring Mystery Tour is scheduled to June 7-8. See the newsletter for specific information. 

 3. Last minute cruise activity: Several people have added themselves to the list. On nice days, feel free to 

organize a last minute cruise using the list.  3 members joined a last minute cruise to the tulip festival in Junction 

City. The cars were immediately added to their car show and shine and were a big hit!  It is not too late to add 

yourself to the list. 
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April Meeting Minutes Cont’d 

MEMBER’S CORVETTE EVENT PARTICIPATION REPORTS: 

South Albany High School- 4 cars participated in the event. It was a cold, rainy day, but a lot of fun. Al won a 

trophy for best sports car, Mary won a trophy for best everyday driver, and the club won the trophy for best club 

participation. 

Other events attended- Several members joined the Cascade Corvette Club for brunch on April 12th at Eola Hills 

Winery. 

EVENTS: JEFF JARRETT presented several upcoming events including Loyalty Days and Suburban Chevrolet’s Corvette 

event, both happening the weekend of May 2, 3 and 4. He also mentioned the Anacortes, Washington event on May 

18th. Check out the calendar of events in the newsletter for more  Corvette events. 

TECH Time: No problems were mentioned at this meeting 

BIRTHDAYS:  April Birthdays: 1-Nanci Leftmann; 2-Jeff and Brenda Jarrett;8-Barb Smith; 9-Jerry Beeks; 12-Louise Gsell; 

13-Tom Cordier; 14-Duane Becker; 19-Kandi Judy; 20-Scott Jones; 25-Ralph Bloom; 26-Susan Angland; 28-Pat 

Gallagher; and 30-Sallie Brown. 

50/50: Winner: Glen and Carole Duncan won $35.50 

NEW MEMBERS:  

ANNOUNCEMENTS: None 

NEXT MEETING: May 13, 2008 at Ciddici’s 

SUBMITTED BY: Louise Gsell 
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CALENDAR OF CORVETTE EVENTS 

May 3:  Loyalty Days;   Newport, Oregon.  Hosted by Oregon Coast Corvettes. 

PTA: Gsells. JNJ Ericksons, Anglands, 

May 3: Suburban Chevrolet;   PTA: Al & Mary 

June 7/8: BSCC Spring Mystery Tour….Mark your Calendar!! 

PTA: Al & Mary 

June 21:  Russ Chevrolet Event;   Hosted by Mt. Hood Corvette Club. 

PTA: Al & Mary 

June 19-22:  Corvettes at Lake Tahoe;   Stateline, Nevada. 

PTA: Schmidts 

June 28:  SPEED TRAP;   Hosted by Boy’s and Girl’s Club of Corvallis. 

PTA: Gsells, Schmidts, JNJ Ericksons, Al & Mary, 

July 4:  Club Members are invited to John & Cathy Wendel’s hacienda for festivities.  
Watch this space for times and directions.  PTA: Gsells, Al & Mary, 

July 8:  BSCC monthly meeting at Wayne and Sharon Schmidt’s.  6:30. Watch this space 
for directions.  All members!!! 

July 11-12: Dare To Cruz;   Downtown Albany 

PTA: Gsells, Schmidts, JNJ Ericksons, Al & Mary, 

July 19: Jefferson Mint Festival:  Parade too??? PTA: Gsells, 

July 17-19: ‘Vette Fest, Boise Idaho; Hosted by Valley Corvettes; 
www.valleycorvettes.org/vettefest.php 

July 18-20:  Corvettes on the Coos;   Hosted by Pacific Coast Corvettes. 

July 19:  Deschutes River Run;   High Desert Corvette Club;   Bend, Oregon. 

PTA: Schmidts, Al & Mary, 

Aug. 1-4:  Rose City Corvettes. Portland, Oregon;  www.rosecitycorvettes.org. 

Aug. 1-4:  Thunder in the Mountains; Whistler, BC.;  www.bccorvetteclub.ca 

Aug. 8-10:  Corvettes in the Park; Cottage Grove;  www.cascadecorvetteclub.com 

Al & Mary 

http://www.bccorvetteclub.ca/
http://www.cascadecorvetteclub.com/
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BSCC & Cascade Corvette Club Eola Brunch Event:  (Courtesy of Mary Hobson) 
 

April 13th, 2008 Beaver State Corvette Club members; John & Cathy Wendel, Tom Barratt & Carol Hood, Terry 
& Sue Thompson, and Al Sather & Mary Hobson joined Cascade Corvette Club at the Umpqua Bank in Corvallis 
on a cruise to Eola Hills Winery for brunch.  Suzi joined up with the caravan at the Suver crossing.  Pat & Faye 
Melius and Jeff & Brenda Jarrett met us at the winery.  There were multiple varieties of Breakfast Taco's, 
Omelets, Eggs Benedict, Crepes, Waffles, oysters, steamed clams, salads, fruits, pastries, desserts, wines, 
mimosa's and other beverages.  I'm sure I left something out of the list, but there was no way a person could 
try some of each. 
  
With our stomachs quite full, several of us, including our new members Kris, Bob, and Robert Bradley decided 
to follow our fearless leader John Wendel in his brand new C6 for a leisurely cruise through the countryside.  
As it turned out we ended up touring the hills just south and east of the Willamette Valley Vineyards.  
Beautiful views, if you had a chance to look.  All I can say is that John really enjoys driving his new Corvette!   
Our old '59 managed to keep up most of the time, even though everyone could hear the metal grinding 
through the sharp corners and our stomachs didn't want to come down the hills with us, we still hung in 
there. Pat & Faye traded C6's with John & Kathy, I think just to see if the Corvettes improved with each new 
year.  
  
We had a great time together enjoying the brief period of sunshine in our Corvettes.  As you all know the 
following Sunday it snowed!  (That’s a dang fine picture of Corvettes, below….BG) 
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THE PRESIDENT’S SPRING MYSTERY TOUR 

LAST CHANCE!!!!! 

John and Cathy Wendel will lead the group to a destination 

 “Somewhere in the Pacific Northwest?!” 

 

Reserve June 7th and 8th on your calendars! 

Meet at Lassen Chevrolet at 8:30 am for a 9:00 sharp departure. 

Cost:  $125 per room, Single or Double occupancy. 

A VERY limited number of smoking rooms are available. 

Be SURE to note this request on your Registration form. 

Cost includes lunch on Saturday.  You are on your own for other meals, although the 
facility can accommodate group dining. 

Swimming and Golf are available, so pack accordingly! 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

YES! We want to go! Names:________________________________.  Reserve _____Room(s)  (S or NS) 

at $125 per room.  Total cost:  $ __________________. 

Give your completed entry form and payment to Carolyn Kidd or mail to: BSCC, PO Box 801, 
Albany, OR 97321. Make checks payable to BSCC.   Registration deadline  is May 10th, after this 

date applications will be accepted subject to availability. 


