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President’s Message:  

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

 

TThhee  BBeeaavveerr  SSttaattee  CCoorrvveettttee  CClluubb  NNeewwsslleetttteerr  

BBeeaavveerr  TTaalleess  
      PO Box 801; Albany, Or  97321 

 

Please refer to this newsletter’s Last Month’s 
Happenings section for the President’s Message 
entitled “Fond memories from the 2nd President’s 
Mystery Tour of 2009.” written by President Don. 

No minutes were recorded for the September 
meeting. 

Hope to see you all at the October meeting. 

 
 

Beaver State 

Corvette Club 
http://www.beaverstatecorvetteclub.com/  

 

October, 2009 

  Inside This Issue: 

1.  President’s Message 

2.  VP’s Quiz of the Month 

3.  Last Month’s Happenings 

 Corvette Exhibit  at Albany 
Regional Museum 

 President’s Mystery Tour #2  

4.  What’s Coming Up 

 Next Meeting:  October 13, 

 6:30pm at Cidicci Pizza 

 Upcoming Events 

 Women Only Weekend 
 Christmas/Year End Party 

5.  Other Stuff 

 For Sale 

 From Our Sponsor 

VP’s Quiz of the Month: 

What year corvette was the last chrome 

bumpers front and rear and also had the last 

egg crate side grill that was non functional ? 

http://www.beaverstatecorvetteclub.com/
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2009 BSCC Officers 

President:    

Don Eckhart 
doneckhart1@comcast.net 

541-740-8293 

Vice President:  

Larry Angland 
angland65@comcast.net 

541-818-0222 

Secretary: 

Faye Melius 

meliusfam@aol.com 

503-362-9468 

Treasurer: 

Carolyn Kidd 
bzkids@comcast.net 

541-917-0176 

Events Coordinator: 

Jeff Jarrett 

Webmaster: 

Ron Armstrong 

armstrr@peak.org 

541-760-2801 

Newsletter: 

Jerry Erickson 
jnj4erickson@comcast.net 

541-740-8013 

FYI: 

1.5 Millionth Corvette is back "Home"! 

Corvette enthusiasts will be excited to hear the 
1.5 millionth Corvette has returned to the 
National Corvette Museum. The car will be on 
permanent display as the Museum has 
purchased the car from General Motors. 

Enthusiasts will soon see a new "Milestone" 
display featuring this Corvette, plus the 
500,000th Corvette and the 1 Millionth 
Corvette. 

 

mailto:doneckhart1@comcast.net
mailto:angland65@comcast.net
mailto:angland65@comcast.net
mailto:angland65@comcast.net
mailto:armstrr@peak.org
mailto:jnj4erickson@comcast.net
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Last Month’s Happenings:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Albany Regional Museum Rhys Miller Corvette Exhibition:  

A fellow BSCC member and volunteer for the Albany Regional Museum, Ed Loy, asked if BSCC would like 

to display our cars at a show and shine.  This was the same day as downtown Albany's "Antiques in the 

Streets" event.   Wow, did we respond!  Seventeen Corvettes were on display for the Albany Regional 

Museum Rhys Miller Corvette Exhibition on Saturday, September 12.   Sixteen of the Corvettes were from 

the Beaver State Corvette Club.   All models, C1 to C6, were represented at the exhibition!   Great job to 

all of you for helping out a community organization. 

 

“The support and cooperation of the Beaver State Corvette Club members helped make the Corvette 

Exhibition a success.”   Sincerely, Bill Maddy, Albany Regional Museum Volunteer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

4 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BSCC member, Jim Basile, of Albany was awarded the “People’s Choice” trophy with his beautiful 1961 

Corvette Roadster (Blue w/white coves). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.armuseum.com/ 

pictures from Mary Hobson and Albany Regional Museum 

 

 

 

http://www.armuseum.com/
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President’s Message – Fond memories from the 2nd President’s Mystery Tour of 2009.  

 

September 19th, marked the 2nd President’s Mystery Tour of 2009 and while the destination was well known, 

the real mystery lay in the roads and rivers traveled, as well as the stops along the way.   

 
With the main destination focused on Skamania Lodge, 114 miles away, the caravan of 12 Corvettes and 24 

participants departed Ray’s Market in North Albany at 8:30am.  Lead by John and Kathy Wendel, we made 

our way through the back roads of North Albany and county roads of Independence, Monmouth, Rickreall 

and onto McMinnville.  The early morning drive offered a mix of over cast clouds and showers that made for 

an interesting yet enjoyable route through the country side.  
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Sidebar – Unlike the newer generations of the Corvette family, C1s and rain do not complement one 
another.  This was self evident as we drove down the road with rolled up paper towels lining the perimeter 

of the windshield to soak up the rain that pushed into the seam between the convertible top and windshield 
frame.  This is one of those few instances where going faster does not make it better.   In good natured fun, 

First Lady Carolyn commented “I didn’t realize I would need my rain gear on the inside of the car”.   
Undaunted by the showers… the caravan motored on to locate the famous Spruce Goose. 

Evergreen Aviation & Space Museum played host to the BSCC caravan for an early afternoon pit stop.  More 

than a simple stop over, the museum is the resting place for the Spruce Goose as well as a variety of 

historical replicas and vintage aircraft that represent the heritage and innovation of the aviation industry.  

Following a 1.5 hour guided tour of the facility, 

delivered by volunteers who shared their heroic 

stories of bombing strafes and Aircraft Carrier 

landings; the club grabbed a relaxing lunch before 

taking off to our next destination.  

                                                                                          

Wheels up (and tops down) – The caravan pulled out 

around 1:30pm, with the President and 1st lady in the 

lead and the Wendel’s providing tail gunner support.  

By now, the clouds had fully parted, providing an 

opportunity for the club to drop top and enjoy some 

sun for the afternoon run.    

 

Shifting from air to water, our next stop was 

Wheatland Ferry.  Sidebar – if you ever decide to plan 

a mystery tour, don’t forget that in Oregon you need 

to cross a river at some point and the valley crossings 

can be far and few between.  In addition, depending 

on the time of year, the river level may provide a 

challenge for those low slung road hugging c6s 

attempting to board and exit the ferry.   

http://www.sprucegoose.org/


 

 

7 

 

 

If you notice…… something is not 

quite right about this shot.   

 

Hey, isn’t that Al, hunkered 

down in the driver’s seat?  It is, 

but wait…. where is Mary?  Oh 

there she is, trying to bum a ride 

onto the ferry  Al….shame on 

you for loading the Ferry without 

your navigator!  A BIRFITable 

offense if I ever witnessed one. 

 

 

 

 

Back on the road the Caravan headed north, through Oregon’s highways and byways from Woodburn, to 

Cedarville, through Elwood, and Estacada.  At Sandy, the Wendel’s took the lead once again and navigated 

through the back of the Bull Run Reservoir which outlet onto one of Oregon’s most majestic roads – The 

Historic Columbia River Hwy.  It is incredibly to know that this two lane highway was the primary arterial to 

Eastern Oregon until I84 cut along the Gorge.  Our next stop was the Historic Crown Point Viewing area, 

which is where we captured a group shot of the 24 BSCC road warriors.  
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Taking in a final view, the Caravan once again hit the road knowing that we were a mere 30 minutes away 

from our primary destination - Skamania Lodge or Bust. 

 

Upon arrival at the lodge, the group was escorted around to the Gorge side of the property which overlooks 

the Gorge in majestic fashion.   
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After checking in, the group settled in for some refreshment and conversation at the local bar which 

overlooked the grassy area in front of the lodge.  As you might imagine, the lodge was host to several groups 

including several Porsche owners from the Bend area.  Not to be outdone, the Porsche club promptly 

relocated several of their cars to face off the Corvettes in the front lawn.  At best it was 6 to 12, but not all of 

their clan could muster the courage to face the BSCC club (I count 3, in this pic). 

  

Amazingly, while most of the group 

were relieved to get out of the cars and 

stretch our legs, the Wendel’s 

(competitive as they are), were eager 

to primp and prep the ‘08  

 

Notice carefully as John scans the 

passenger side to see if Kathy has 

missed any spots while she toils over 

the back deck lid.  Even the Porsche 

club asked where they could find a wife 

like Kathy. 
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The evening celebration was marked with good food, great company, and a brief recap of the events during 

the day.  Some enjoyed the benefits of the hot tub, while others shopped, or sat in the bar and watched the 

Beavers fail to capitalize on their season opener at Reser Stadium.   

 

Sunday marked the start of an incredibly sunny day which began with brunch.  After a leisurely morning, the 

group checked out and was on the road by 11:00am.  Our route headed East on Hwy 14, following the 

picturesque shoreline of the Columbia Gorge.  The group re-entered Oregon at Hood River to refuel and 

avoid those pesky sales taxes from the Washington side.   

 

With Mt Hood in the background, Al 

and Mary agreed to take point and 

lead the caravan around the back 

side of Mt Hood via Hwy 35, back to 

Hwy 26 and home.  This was not 

without sacrifice as Al insisted that 

we stop by the local fruit stands to 

pick up some homemade preserves, 

fruit, and pastries.    This was a tough 

concession, but Al got his way and I 

am still enjoying the blueberry / 

Apricot jam.  We ended once again 

at the DQ in Stayton where everyone 

grabbed a quick snack prior to going 

our separate ways. 

 

A few fun facts:  

The BIRFUTTs where in full participation mode this weekend and made several hops from car to car.  Albeit a 

brief visit - one of the BIRFUTTs enjoyed some time with John and Leann Williams.   

 John accidently set of his car alarm while parked at Evergreen Aviation Museum.  This was truly a 

short lived event as the Green and Yellow BIRFUTT was handed over to Gene and Carolyn Kidd just a 

few hours later. 

 

 Gene Kidd did exactly what John had 

done; only he set off the car alarm in 

front of the entire inhabitance of 

Skamania Lodge.   What was truly 

poetic - as soon as the Kidd’s alarm 

went off, John Williams promptly 

removed the Green and Yellow 

BIRFUTT from his dash and handed it 

over to Gene.  Apparently, green and 

yellow don’t go well with blue  
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 Runner up for the Beaver BIRFUTT was Al Sather and Mary Hobson – well mostly to Al for leaving 

Mary standing on the road while he casually pulled his ’59 onto the Wheatland Ferry.  It was only 

after the gate was up and the Ferry was underway that Al realized that Marry was not by his side.  

Something tells me that Mary’s story at the next club meeting will be punishment enough. 

 

 The grand prize BIRFUTT goes to Pat and 

Faye Melius – Okay mostly to Pat for also 

locking his car. However, Pat did not earn 

the BIRFIT for setting off the car alarm, 

but rather setting Faye Off.  Apparently 

Faye was still in the car when he locked 

the car at the Evergreen Aviation 

Museum.  The icing on the cake goes to 

John Wendel, as John kindly returned the 

BIRFUTT that Pat had bestowed upon him 

the previous year.  

 

 

And More Facts: 

The group traveled over 362 miles from Ray’s Market and back, with the actual road time exceeding 12 

hours. 

 

I am also happy to announce that no BSCC Members or their cars were hurt and/or significantly 

damaged during the course of this tour.  Okay – John Wendel did get a small scrape on his front spoiler; 

however, this was caused by a dip in the center of the road and not the result of mechanical failure or 

wild animals scampering across the road.  

 

Special thanks to the following: 

 John and Kathy Wendel – for allowing me the privilege of driving their ’08. And more 

importantly, helping to plot the course and lead a major portion of the twisty turny stuff on day 

one. 

 Carolyn & Gene Kidd – for going above and beyond the role of Treasurer by working through the 

dinner receipt, tip and tax for the club members.  Note to self – never again.  And Gene for 

having the patience to let Carolyn be Carolyn. 

 Al Sather & Mary Hobson – for taking on the impromptu role of caravan lead on the route home.  

Trust me – my route would have been a severe disappointment compared to the scenic route 

around Mt Hood. 

 The BSCC members - for sharing the experience and making this a memorable tour. 

 And finally, First Lady Carolyn – for the incredible caravan snacks, putting up with my last minute 

shenanigans, rain inside the car, and letting me be me.  

 

Don E. 

President, BSCC Club 
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What’s Coming Up: 

Next Meeting:   6:30pm  Tuesday,  Ooctober 13, 2009 at Ciddici’s Pizza 

2009 Membership :  Membership form is located at: 

http://www.beaverstatecorvetteclub.com/forms/BSCC%202009%20membership%20Form.pdf                   

If you want the latest roster please contact our Treasurer, Carolyn Kidd.  

 

Upcoming events: 

WOW (Women Only Weekend) is scheduled for October 9-10 at Sisters. There is breakfast, lunch (at 

3 Creeks Brewery) and dinner (Bronco Billy’s the Sisters Hotel upstairs room) room reservations for 

Saturday.  It should be a great weekend.    They are going to try to go as a group leaving Carson's Chevron in 

Albany by 4:30 pm.   Any questions please contact Faye Melius.  

Christmas/Year End Party will be December 13 at the Springhill Country Club. A repeat venue as we 

enjoyed it last year.  Please send your reservations with food selection with payment in now.  (Deadline is 

November 1)  Attached at the end of the newsletter is the order form.   

Come one, come all, the more the merrier!   

Contact Carolyn Kidd if you have any questions about the dinner. 

 

VP’S Answer:  

1972 

 

 

 

 

 

 

for more info:   http://www.web-cars.com/corvette/1972.php 

http://www.beaverstatecorvetteclub.com/forms/BSCC%202009%20membership%20Form.pdf
http://www.web-cars.com/corvette/1972.php
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Other Stuff:  

For Sale: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From Our Sponsor:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2009 Chevrolet 

Corvette Z06 w/2LZ 

MSRP: $80,015 

Internet Price: $66,997 

 Ext. Color: Victory Red 

 Trans: 6-speed Manual 

 Engine: 8Cyl/7.0L 

 Stock #: 29160 

 Vin: 1G1YZ26E495101056 

 

http://www.lassenauto.com 

 

Rich Black 

Manager 

Lassen Chevrolet-Toyota-Scion 

Proud Sponsor 

 

BSCC license plate frames for $25. 

 

Rain coat brand cloth top that fits 

'84-'96 Corvette coupe. Bought it 

for my ‘84 a couple years ago, and 

never installed it.  $120 obo. 

contact Robert Bradley Jr 

http://www.lassenauto.com/
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!!!   CCCooolllllleeegggeee   FFFooooootttbbbaaallllll   !!!   

Go OSU Beavers !  
at Arizona State 10/03 

Stanford 10/10 

at USC 10/24 

at UCLA 10/31 

Go OU Ducks ! 
Washington State 10/03 

At UCLA 10/10 

At Washington 10/24 

USC 10/31 

 

From your Newsletter Editor: 

Again, the members of BSCC came through and helped support a local organization, Albany 

Regional Museum.  ARM was very grateful to us for exhibiting our cars!   

A Special thanks to President Don for the effort to plan and carry out the memorable 

President’s Mystery Tour #2 for the club!   

Two events to be sure to put on your calendar.  The Women’s Only Weekend coming up this 

weekend and the Christmas/Year End Party scheduled for December 13.   

 Many thanks to those who took the time to send pictures and words for the newsletter for all 

of us to enjoy!   It could not have been done without you and I greatly appreciate it! 

Enjoy your ride while the weather still cooperates and the Fall colors enhance the scenery!  

Happy Halloween and                   

Save The Wave,    

Jerry      jnj4erickson@comcast.net  

 

mailto:jnj4erickson@comcast.net
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